
 
 

 
 

C O N T A C T    I N F O R M A T I O N 
Cleveland Office 
Skylight Office Tower 
1660 West 2

nd
 Street, Suite 1100       

Cleveland, Ohio 44113-1448  
 
p 216.583.7002 
f  216.583.7003 
mungar@ulmer.com 
 
P R A C T I C E S  /  I N D U S T R I E S 
Business Litigation 
Financial Services 
Class Actions 
Employment Litigation 
Legal Malpractice Defense 
Arbitration & Mediation 
 

 
 
A R E A S   O F   
C O N C E N T R A T I O N 
Business Litigation 
   Banking & Commercial Litigation   
   Securities and Broker-Dealer Defense  
   Class Action Defense 
   Defense of Shareholder and Derivative  
     Claims  
  Trade Secrets/Unfair Competition  
  Corporate Control and Shareholder  
     Disputes  
  SEC, NASD and NYSE Investigations 
  Contract Disputes  
  Bankruptcy  
  Legal Malpractice 
  Trust Litigation  
  Business Acquisition Disputes  
  Partnership Disputes  
      
 
E D U C A T I O N   

   Boston University (B.A., cum laude, 1981)  
   Boston University School of Law (J.D., 1984) 

 

Michael N. Ungar 
P A R T N E R           

Chair, Litigation Department 
Co-Chair, Financial Services Industry Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
A T   A   G L A N C E 
 
Chair of the Firm's Litigation Department and Immediate Past 
President of the Cleveland Metropolitan Bar Association, 
Mike's practice encompasses a broad range of general 
business disputes, with a focus on commercial, banking, 
professional liability, securities and broker-dealer matters, 
including arbitrations, class actions and other types of complex 
litigation.  Mike also frequently serves as a mediator and 
arbitrator in complex disputes. 
 
National Recognition 
 
Mike was recently recognized by Best Lawyers in America as 
the ñ2012 Bet-the-Company Litigation Lawyer of the Year.ò  
Best Lawyers designates only one lawyer per practice area as 
Lawyer of the Year in the nationôs largest legal markets. 
Additionally, he has been recognized by both his peers and 
clients as a top litigator in his field. In the 2010 U.S. News & 
World Report "Best Law Firms" rankings, a firm client 
observed: "I would put Mike Ungar up against any attorney in 
the country on the most sophisticated matter." Mike has been 
repeatedly recognized in Chambers USA: Americaôs Leading 
Lawyers for Business (2007-2011) in the area of Litigation.  
According to client feedback obtained during the selection 
process, he is described as ña razor-sharp litigator and all-
around high class guy.ò Chambers USA recently described 
Mike as a ñgo-to attorney for securities,ò adding that his 
practice is ñgeographically wide-ranging and his expertise 
includes arbitration and consumer class actions.ò He has also 
been included in The Best Lawyers in America (2006-2012) 
and has been listed in Ohio Super Lawyers (2005-2012) and 
as a ñLeading Lawyerò (2004-2011). He was recently 
recognized in Crainôs Cleveland ñWhoôs Who 150 names to 
know in Northeast Ohio in Business 2010ò. Mike is AV Rated 
by Martindale-Hubbell, its highest available rating for legal 
ability and professional ethics.  
 
 
Representation 
 
Representative clients in recent public matters include: 
Citigroup, Fifth Third Bank, JPMorgan Chase & Co., KeyBank, 
Morgan Stanley, PNC Bank N.A., Prudential Financial, 
Raymond James Financial Inc. and US Bank Corp.  
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R E P R E S E N T A T I V E   E X P E R I E N C E 
 

Mike has successfully represented the following: 
 
A large national bank in a purported class action alleging violations of the Electronic Funds Transfer Act 
(EFTA). All claims were dismissed at summary judgment stage by district court and affirmed by Sixth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. 

 
A major law firm accused by a court-appointed receiver of malpractice in connection with a $65 million ponzi 
scheme (all claims dismissed at summary judgment stage). 
 
A large investment bank in a one-week arbitration involving claims against it arising out of a ñbusted dealò 
concerning a large power generation facility in Anchorage, Alaska. All claims determined in clientôs favor. 
 
A major law firm accused of malpractice by a real estate developer client. After trial, judgment was rendered in 
favor of law firm client on all claims. 
 
A large publicly traded company and its directors defending against claims alleging 
fraud/misrepresentation/breach of fiduciary duty filed by the companyôs largest shareholder (all claims against 
our clients were dismissed). 
 
A large national bank and its executives accused of causing $40 million+ in damages to a major customer 
based on alleged violations of various federal securities laws and lending laws (State court in Seattle dismissed 
all claims). 

 
A publicly traded bank and its officers and directors in shareholder derivative claims arising out of a 
contemplated merger transaction (all claims against our clients were dismissed). 

 
A national securities firm in defense of claims brought by the trustee of a large trust seeking damages in excess 
of $20 million.  All claims against our clients were dismissed and, after a successful appeal, we recovered all of 
our clientsô attorneysô fees against the Plaintiff.  Hollern v. Wachovia Securities, Inc., 2006 U.S. App. LEXIS 
20995 (10

th
 Cir. Aug. 16, 2006). 

 
A large bank and its broker-dealer in multi-million dollar claims arising out of highly publicized criminal 
misconduct by a senior executive (all claims against our client were dismissed).  
 
A national securities broker-dealer in defense of a lawsuit brought by an Ohio county in an attempt to recover 
$115 million in investment losses sustained by large pooled public investment fund.  
 
Major national and international companies in numerous cases involving trade secrets, non-competition/non-
solicitation, inevitable disclosure, raiding and unfair competition issues.  
 
A national banking institution, accused of breach of fiduciary duty under ERISA for failing to timely invest 
participantsô contributions to the pension and profit sharing plan of a major insurance company.  
 
 
 


